solution Use the delicate cycle on the
washing machine. The trick is to protect
the garments from twisting or snagging
and minimize contact with other articles,
which can cause abrasion. For bras,
Brooke Newton says the Woolite Bra
Wash bag (s5; 800-786-7315 or container
store.com) makes machine-washing “as
good as hand-washing.” Because the bag
is made from a super-
fine mesh, detergent
gets through, but not
hooks. Another unique
feature: Zippered com-
partments at each end
keep underwires and
straps from getting
mangled. You can fit
two bras in each bag.
For other delicates try
the Woolite Fine Wash-
able bag (left, $5; 800-
786-7315 or container
store.com), which has
room for one sweater
or about a week’s worth

of lingerie. Wash gar-

ments in the gentle
cycle with cold water and a mild deter-

gent and hang them to dry.

problem Your hand-washables spend
more time in the waiting-to-be-washed

pile than in active rotation. Are there

any shortcuts for laundering lingerie,
hosiery and sweaters?



